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Moreover it is a matter of much interest that the authors seem to have 
successfully exploded the argument of many physicians and certain educators to 
the effect that physical defects cdnstitute the great cause of school backwardness, 
and indeed to have nullified the consequent inference that it is a direct and 
financial gain for a school system to introduce examinations for physical defects 
of children as well as a safe hope to entertain that by relieving these physical 
defects, backwardness is thereby eliminated. These preliminary data seem to 
show that not only do defects of children decrease with age, but that more 
defective children are actually found among those at and above grade than among 
those below grade for their years. All the tabulated results point this way with 
the possible exception of one table, p. 194, which may be a misprint or error of 
transposition. 

Of course it is unwise to fail to differentiate kinds of physical defects in 
discussing any aspect of their relation to the topic of average progress in school 
work. The authors do not forget this consideration, but possibly do not sufficiently 
emphasize the fact that certain defects are more intimately associated with 
mental processes to which the schoolroom makes appeal, such as, for example, 
defects of hearing and of vision, which do not improve with school experience, 
but, on the contrary, markedly increase in kind and degree during these years. 

There are many possibilities that the hasty reader of the whole argument 
and statement of the matter by the authors may altogether misinterpret the 
value of examinations for physical defects of children, and the captious critic 
may with justice point out that the argument has indeed overtopped itself so as 
to seriously menace the direct intent of the authors, who of course do not belittle 
the desirability and necessity of efficient physical examinations. 

In general it ought to be said that this book fulfils the mission which the 
authors designed and announced in its preface. It gives much-needed informa- 
tion relative to the present status of medical inspection of schools ; it touches 
upon the most salient features of the problems connected therewith and should 
be in the hands of every schoolman and every public spirited person who aims 
to take a broad view of the mission of public-school education. 

D. P. MacMillan 

Department of Child-Study and Pedagogic Investigation 
Chicago Public Schools 
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